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linguistics an introduction to linguistic theory is a textbook written for introductory
courses in linguistic theory for undergraduate linguistics majors and first year graduate
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students by twelve major figures in the field each bringing their expertise to one of the
core areas of the field morphology syntax semantics phonetics phonology and
language acquisition in each section the book is concerned with discussing the
underlying principles common to all languages showing how these are revealed in
language acquisition and in the specific grammars of the world s languages key book
features written by twelve linguists all internationally recognized as leaders in their
fields of specialization exercises and data analysis problems within and at end of each
chapter help students learn what it means to actually do linguistics includes the latest
developments in theoretical linguistics for example optimality theory other pedagogical
tools include extensive glossary of key terms chapter summaries further reading lists

language and context breaks new ground in our understanding of the relationship
between register genre and context leckie tarry argues convincingly and engagingly for
a functional theory of language which specifies register in terms of contextual and
linguistic features and which suggests a discursive relationship between the two
moving beyond the limits of much of today s theory this accessible volume develops a
theoretical understanding of the relationship between text context langage function
and linguistic form helen leckie tarry a specialist in the area of register and applied
linguistics died in 1991 aged 49 although she had finished a large part of this work her
notes and draft chapters have been extensively edited by professor david birch david
birch is currently professor of communication and media studies at central queensland
university australia and previously taught at murdoch university western australia and
the national university of singapore

in linguistic theory robert de beaugrande analyses linguistic theories not as abstract
ideas or theses but as the process and product of theoretical discourse he argues that
the best documentation of this discourse can be found in the fundamental works of
major linguists from ferdinand de saussure to teun van dijk and walter kintsch he
therefore employs the highly unusual strategy of a close reading of these works as
discourse performances and strives to uncover their main points and characteristic
moves in the linguist s own words through this approach the reader is able to
appreciate and understand the variety and controversy among linguistic theories as
they have emerged and developed in interaction with each other special scrutiny is
allocated to the issue of how far the active practice of the linguists followed their own
theories and proposals and why the author concludes by assessing the prospects for
linguistics to be drawn from the retrospect in the previous chapters
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written by two of the foremost researchers in the field the book benefits from their
insight into conceptual issues their understanding of experimentation and their own
pioneering research

linguistic theory in america

this monograph has as its objective to give a critical survey of the development of the
theories concerning the essence the function and the most characteristic determining
features of language and to explore and evaluate the motive forces responsible for this
development the author explains mainly the progressive elements of the theoretical
foundations and methodological procedures of different times and schools trends and
places them in the process which presents the course of development of linguistic
theory as an organic whole he deals in detail with the foreign mainly american and
hungarian monographic publications based on so called modern methodologies and in
the light of the facts of language points out the theoretical gnoseological philosophical
errors which of course are errors from the point of view of general linguistics too he
relies on a marxist based interpretation of the modern concept of natural and social
law for the formulation of his own conception of linguistic law which includes also his
own view of linguistics structures

this volume presents essays by some of the leading figures in the vanguard of
theoretical linguistics within the framework of universal grammmar one of the first
books to adopt the minimalist framework to syntactic analysis it includes a central
essay by noam chomsky on the minimalist program and covers a range of topics in
syntax and morphology contributors luigi burzio héctor campos noam chomsky joseph
e emonds robert freidin james harris ray jackendoff paula kempchinsky howard lasnik
claudia parodi carlos piera a carlos quicoli dominique sportiche esther torrego

this two volume work examines every aspect of language change and two centuries of
linguistic approaches towards understanding it the enterprise opens with a
consideration of the nature of language and what constitutes language change gary
miller argues that a single overarching theory is insufficient to encompass the protean
mix of linguistic social political and cognitive factors involved in linguistic diachrony he
analyzes general processes of phonetic phonological morphological and syntactic
change and explores their origins causes and effects to support his analyses he
provides detailed case studies of such phenomena as the middle english vowels the
history of english do and development of the feminine gender in indo european he
offers a balanced approach to the effects of first language acquisition describes
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general and specific processes including grammaticalization and creolization and
examines the role of differential rates of change in regional and dialectal variation he
reveals that several fundamental concepts in historical linguistics are much older than
conventionally assumed in its comprehensive approach and great linguistic and
historical range this is a contribution of enduring use and value to historical linguistics
and linguistic theory volume i examines topics involving change in different
components of the grammar from the perspectives of theory acquisition variation and
motivation gary miller investigates traditional concerns such as variation and lexical
diffusion and considers their impact on contemporary issues he discusses the
interaction of articulatory and perceptual factors the implications of naturalness for
expected changes and the consequences of alterations of syllable timing for
contemporary theory the volume closes with a description of and motivations for
vowel shifts in volume ii the focus turns to morphological and syntactic language
changes by most theoretical accounts morphology is not autonomous but interacts
with at least three other domains i phonology and perception ii the lexicon culture and
iii syntax having addressed the first of these extensively in volume i gary miller
illustrates the second with the rise of the feminine gender in indo european and the
third by documentation of the changes from latin to romance in the coding of reflexive
anticausative middle and passive he shows how syntactic change is micro parametric
and is typically motivated by changes in lexical features including the numerous shifts
from lexical to functional content as well as changes within functional categories finally
he considers the genesis of creole inflectional derivational and syntactic categories
involving the interaction of contact phenomena with morphological and syntactic
change

in a controversial look at the study of linguistics today mortéza mahmoudian examines
twentieth century theories of language in light of empirical evidence in the past
linguists have had to choose between a general linguistic theory aimed at universal
explanatory power and specific limited linguistic models arguing that at various levels
of linguistic analysis different theories offer more or less explanatory power
mahmoudian makes a persuasive case for an integrated approach incorporating the
strengths of both methods the author begins with the identification of principles which
despite differences in terminology are held in common by most twentieth century
linguists he shows the implications merits and shortcomings of the major schools of
linguistic thought as well as the techniques one can use in gathering data ranging over
a wide variety of international linguistic thinking mahmoudian takes up the question of
what he calls experimentation or the extent to which the application of certain
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linguistic theories have validity in constucting models simultaneously a survey of the
current state of linguistic theory and a case for the necessity of empirical verification in

linguistics modern theories of language builds a bridge across the gulf between many

long standing conflicts in the theory of language accessibly written this provocative
work predicts future theorerical and epistemological developments and will prove

essential reading for students and scholars of linguistics as well as specialists in

cognitive psychology and romance languages

written by two of the foremost researchers in the field the book benefits from their

insight into conceptual issues their understanding of experimentation and their own

pioneering research
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